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"Unto Death do I give thee";   equivalent to any
angry Englishman's "Go to hell" !

Certainly, we shall not understand the words to
have any real significance in the mouth of the father ;
it was only an outburst of his annoyance at the
'priggish' son. A Brahmin who cannot give in
dakshina* anything more than the useless, old and
barren cows cannot be expected to have the large
heart and the true spirit of charity to offer his only
son as an oblation to Lord Death.

Bahunam emi pratharno,
bahunam emi madhyamah ;
Kimsvid Yamasya kartavyam,
yan maya dya karisyati.
(5) (Nacliiketas thought): "Of many I go the first |
of many I go midmost; what is there for Death to do
which he now can do by me (who is thus given)?
The stanza is the inner soliloquy of a perfect
Aryan child, born and bred up on the sacred milk
of the Vedic culture. When the father has thus exiled
him from this plane-of-consciousness into the Realms
of death, Nachiketas retires from the presence of his
preoccupied father to ponder over and digest the cir-
cumstances* This is a true sign of a matured soul.
No grown-up intellect will allow itself to be clouded
and confused at the mere approach of challenging
circumstances. It will neither allow emotion to play